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‘The Islanders’ releases June 15 with a series of local events, including

a Charleston County Public Library summer reading author signing

MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. — New York Times bestselling author Mary Alice Monroe has teamed up

with first-time author and friend Angela May on a new children'’s novel set on Dewees Island.

“The Islanders” releases on June 15 (Aladdin books; $17.99). This page-turning adventure series is
well suited for younger readers ages 8 to 12. It's Monroe's first middle grade novel, introducing a

new generation of readers to her trademark passion for the environment.

The novel focuses on environmentalism and animal conservation, specifically loggerhead turtles,

all while covering important middle grade topics of family, friendships, and mental health.

“The Islanders” tells the story of 11-year-old Jake and the summer he’s forced to spend on tiny
Dewees Island with his grandmother. Everything in his life is turned upside down: Jake does not
know anyone, the island is a nature sanctuary with no cars or paved roads, no stores or
restaurants and to make matters worse, Jake's grandmother doesn't believe in having cable or the

internet at her house. When Jake meets new friends Macon and Lovie, the three embark on island
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adventures until one mistake changes everything. Ultimately, Jake discovers a deep love for the

island and the healing power of nature.

Purchase “The Islanders” wherever books are sold. Learn more at

maryalicemonroe.com/childrens-books.
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Monroe is bestselling author of 27 books, including the beloved Beach House series. Her latest

book in the series, “The Summer of Lost and Found,” was released in May by Gallery
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Books/Simon and Schuster. Monroe lives on Isle of Palms where she finds inspiration for the

environmental and animal conservation themes that permeate many of her novels.

May is an award-winning journalist who spent more than a decade working in television
newsrooms before launching her own company, May Media and PR, to help local businesses and
individuals promote their stories in positive and effective ways. May has been working with
Monroe for more than 10 years as her assistant and PR manager. May lives in Mount Pleasant with

her husband and two sons.

Monroe approached May four years ago about co-writing a book for middle grade readers. They
chose Dewees Island, S.C., as their setting because of their shared love for this residential barrier
island that is also a nature sanctuary. They dedicated “The Islanders” to Monroe's grandchildren

and May's children.

Monroe, who has published two children'’s picture books, had always wished to write for this age
group. “When they are ages 8 to 12, children are so impressionable. They dream big and believe
they can change the world,” she said. “And | wanted to create a story that helps encourage that

passion to help our planet through my own passions for storytelling and coastal conservation.”
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May said, “Children don't need to simply daydream about having magical powers. Through a
relatable and engaging story, they can discover they have all the power they need to triumph over
obstacles,” May said. “After they finish reading our books, | want kids to feel encouraged that they
can be a force of good in their own lives."
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A second book in this series is planned for release in 2022.
LOCAL BOOK SIGNING AND AUTHOR EVENTS:

Charleston County Library Summer Reading Event: Young readers will have the chance to get
early access to the book and have it signed by the authors at an event hosted by Charleston
County Public Library. Join Monroe and May for this free in-person drive-thru book signing from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, June 12 at Wando Mount Pleasant Library, 1400 Carolina Park Blvd. This
event is part of CCPL's 2021 Summer Reading program, Tails and Tales.

Reservations are required for this free event. Drive-thru time-slots are available in 15-
minute increments. Copies of the book are not included with admission; however
books can be purchased in advance to be picked up at the event.

Book Signings at J.McLaughlin: Enjoy a Sip & Sign Book Event from 3-5 p.m. on Saturday, June 12
at the J.McLaughlin location at 212 King St. in Charleston and on Tuesday, June 15 at the

J.McLaughlin location in Freshfields Village on Kiawah Island.

Book Signing in Mount Pleasant: Join the authors for a book party with signings and an in-store

scavenger hunt at Barnes & Noble in Mount Pleasant Towne Centre from 5-7 p.m. Friday, June 18.

Book Signing in Summerville: Get a copy of the book at a meet and greet with the authors from

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 26 at Main Street Reads in downtown Summerville.

Meet and Greet on Isle of Palms: The public is invited to an ice cream social and book signing on

Sunday, June 27 at Wild Dunes. The event will be at the pool deck.
PRAISE FOR 'THE ISLANDERS'

“This is storytelling for young readers at its finest — equal parts summer adventure and
environmental suspense. ‘The Islanders’ is a middle-grade love letter to family, friendship, and the

natural world.” — Kwame Alexander, New York Times bestselling author of “The Crossover”

“This lush, Lowcountry adventure will sweep up readers both big and small." — Ryan Graudin,

award-winning author of “The World Between Blinks"
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“...comforting beach read about the healing power of friendship and nature.” — Publishers

Weekly

“The Islanders’ is a triumph! Mary Alice and Angela have written a thrilling young reader’s
summer vacation story that authentically explores the magic found in nature, friendships, and
family. Full of authentic real-world themes, middle-grade readers will see themselves in the multi-
faceted characters and at the end will be anxious to begin their own summertime adventures!
Highly recommended for adults too. — Ron Block, Cuyahoga County Public Library”Readers will
admire Jake's compassion, perseverance, and strength and find themselves moved to laughter

and tears as his summer unfolds...A tender, warmhearted tale in a memorable setting.” — Kirkus
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¥ Persimmon Cafe
> Personal Change
> PETA
> Petition
> Philadelphia Alley
> phishlabs
> photo shoot
> Photographs
> Photography
> photograpy
> Photos
> Physician
> Picnic
> pictorial
> Pictures
> pier
> pilates
> Pineapple Fountain
> Pinterest
> Pitt Street Bridge
> Pitt Street Pharmacy
> plantation
> play
> playgrounds
> playlist
> plays
> Poem
> poems
> Poet
> Poetry
> poetry slam
> Police
> police officer
> Political Cartoons
> Politics
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> Poll Manager
> pop up library
> population
> Population Growth
> Populations
> Porgy and Bess
> Porter-Gaud
> Post and Courier
> Post Office
> Postcards
> Pour House
> Poverty
> Pray for Charleston
> Prayer
¥ PrayforCharleston
> Prehistoric
> Preservation
> presidential
> Presidential Award
> Presidential Election
> press release
> Pretty in Pink
> pricing
> Pride
¥ Princeton Mortgage
> Produce
> Producers
> profile
> Profit
> profitability
> programs
> Progress
> proposal
> Prosperity
> psychology
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> PTSD
> Public Relations
> Public Transit
> publishing
¥ Puccini
> Pulp Charleston
> puppies
> puppy
> Purple Buffalo
> PWC
> Quentin Baxter
¥ quiche
> quiz
> quotes
> Race for the Cure
¥ Racial
> racial tensions
¥ racing
> racism
> ramen
¥ Ranker.com
> ranking
> Rankings
> rap
> rap music
> rape
> Rawle Murdy
> real estate
¥ Real World
> Realtor
> Recall
> recipe
> recipes
> Recognition

> recruiting
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recycle
Recycling

Red's Icehouse
Redux

Reggae Nights
Regina Hall
REIT
relationship
relationships
Relief

Religion
Remember
Remembrance
Rentals
RentCafe
report
Repower South
Republican
Rescue
resources
Restaurant
Restaurant Opening
Restaurant Review
Restaurant Reviews
Restaurants
retail

Retired Mensch
Retirees
Retirement
Reuben
Reunion
Review

reviews

Revolutionary War
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> Rhyan Sinclair
> Riot
> RIP
> risk
> Road Trip
> Road Work
> roads
> roadtrip
> Roadways
> Robert Burns
> Robert J. Jenks
> Robert Lange Studios
¥ Rock Climbing
> Rock of Ages
> ROK Technologies
> Roller Derby
> Rollin' South Kitchen
> romance
> Ronald McDonald House
> Rope Challenge
> Royal American
> Rumors
> runners
> running
> runway
> Russians
> Rusted Root
> Rutledge Avenue
> S.C
> Safe Cities
> Safety
> sailing
> salads
> sales

> salsa
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> Samille Basler
» Samsung
¥ San Bernandino
> sand
> Santa
¥ Santaland Diaries
¥ Sarah Glendening
> Sarah Jessica Parker
> sauces
> Savannah Bee Company
> Savings
> sayings
> SC
> SC Agquarium
> SC Ports
¥ Scavenger Hunt
> SCDOT
> SCE&G
> Scholarship
> school supplies
> scifi
> Science
> Scoop
¥ Scottish Society
> SCRA
> Sea Turtle
> Sea Turtles
> Seabrook Island
> seafood
> seaqulls
¥ Seanachai
> SEC
> SEC football
> secession

¥ Second Sunday
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> Self-love
> selfie
> Senior Adults
> Senior Citizens
> Septemer 11
> SEWE
> Sgt Jasper Apartment
> Sgt Jasper Apartments
¥ Shagging
> Shane Whiddon
> Shark
> shellfish
> Shem Creek
> Shepard Fairey
> Sheri Grace Wenger
> Shooting
> shootings
> Shopping
> shops
> shrimp and grits
> Shucker
> Signing Day
> signs
> Silicon Valley
> Singer
> Single Parents
> SiriusXMm
> Sirsy
> Sister Hazel
> sisterhood
> skatepark
> skating
> Skill
> skills
> skilroute
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> skin care
> skirfing
> slang
> Slavery
> Slaves
> Small Business
> Small Town
¥ SmartCard
> Smoke BBQ
> snow
> Soccer
> social
¥ social communities
> social media
> Social Work
> Software
> Sol Legare
> SOL Mount Pleasant
> Sol Soutwest Kitchen
> Solar Eclipse
> Solar Panels
> Soldiers
> Soldiers' Angels
> SondorBlue
> song
> songs
> Soul
> soul food
> soup
> South
> South Battery
> South Carolina
> South Carolina State Park
> South Carolina Stingrays
> Southern
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> Southern Belle
¥ Southern California
> Southern Charm
¥ Southern Cuisine
> Southern Girl
> Southern Life
> Southern Living
> Southern Sayings
> Southwest Airlines
> Space
> speakers
> Spectator Hotel
> Sperio
> SpiritLine
> spiritual
> spirituality
> Spoilers
> Spoleto
> Spoleto USA
> Sponsorship
> Sports
> Spotlight
> Spotlight Series
¥ spring
> Spring street
> springtime
> Square Pegs
> Star Wars
> Starbucks
> Starfish
> Startups
> state park
> State Senator
> State Street
> Statement
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Statistics

STEM

Stephen Colbert
Stephen Curry
Steve Harvey
Steve Jobs
Stono Market

Stop Light Observations

Storage
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Study
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success
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sun

sunblock
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> Terrorism
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> test scores
> Texas
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> Thankful
¥ Thanksgiving
> The Addams Family
> The Battery
> The Beatles
¥ The Boathouse
> The Citadel
> The CODfather
> The Dayporch
> The Dewberry
> The economist
> The Elephant Man
> The Footlight Players
> The Getaway
> The Last Jedi
> The lion king
¥ The Little Mermaid
> The Moon Moths
> The Palmetto Palace
> The Rarebit
¥ The Retired Mensch
> The Rough & Tumble
> The Royal American
> The Shirelles
> The South
> The Supremes

https://charlestondaily.net/%EF %BB%BFmary-alice-monroe-teams-up-with-fellow-writer-angela-may-on-first-childrens-novel/ 56/61


https://charlestondaily.net/category/tent-city-of-charleston-initiative/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/terminix/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/termites/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/terrorism/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/test/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/test-scores/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/texas/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/texting/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/thai/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/thankful/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/thanksgiving/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-addams-family/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-battery/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-beatles/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-boathouse/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-citadel/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-codfather/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-dayporch/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-dewberry/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-economist/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-elephant-man/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-footlight-players/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-getaway/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-last-jedi/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-lion-king/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-little-mermaid/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-moon-moths/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-palmetto-palace/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-rarebit/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-retired-mensch/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-rough-tumble/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-royal-american/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-shirelles/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-south/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/the-supremes/

9/28/21, 4:19 PM Mary Alice Monroe Teams Up with Fellow Writer Angela May on First Children’s Novel — Charleston Daily
¥ The Vendue
¥ The Walking Dead
> The Windjammer
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> Then and Now
> There is no Place Like Charleston
> This day in history
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> towns
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> traveling
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> trees
> Trial
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> United States
> United Way
> Unity Walk
> University
> Unspoken Word

https://charlestondaily.net/%EF %BB%BFmary-alice-monroe-teams-up-with-fellow-writer-angela-may-on-first-childrens-novel/ 58/61


https://charlestondaily.net/category/trash/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/travel/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/travel-leisure/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/travel-guides/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/traveling/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/travelling-foodie/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/trees/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/trial/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/tribute/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/trip-advisor/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/tripadvisor/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/trivia/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/trolley/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/truckin/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/trulia/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/truven-health-analytics/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/tu/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/turtles/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/tv-shows/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/twd/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/tx/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/u-s-news/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/ubreakifix/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/ufo-welcome-center/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/uncategorized/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/underdog/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/underground/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/unemployment/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/unitarian-church/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/united-kingdom/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/united-states/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/united-way/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/unity-walk/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/university/
https://charlestondaily.net/category/unspoken-word/

9/28/21, 4:19 PM Mary Alice Monroe Teams Up with Fellow Writer Angela May on First Children’s Novel — Charleston Daily
> Urban
> urban decay
> Urban Development
> US census
> us navy
> US News
> UsC
> USS Charleston
¥ USS Ralph Johnson
> USS Yorktown
¥ vacation
> Valentine's Day
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> volvo
> Volvo Car Stadium
> voting
> wages
> walking
> WalletHub
> Walter Scott
> wanderlust
¥ Wando High School
> water
¥ Water Mission
> water taxi
> waterfront
> Waterfront Park
> weather
> wedding
> wedding photographers
¥ Weddings
> Weekend
> Weird
> weird laws
> weird statutes
> Wellness
> West Ashley
> West Ashley Greenway
> wetlands
> whale of a sale
¥ What if? Productions
> whiskey
¥ White Nationalist
> White Supremist
> wifi
> Wild Blue Ropes
> Wild Dunes
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> WildFlour
> Wildlife
> Wine
> Wine & Canvas
> wine and cheese
> wine shop
¥ Wine Tasting
> winter
> Winter Olympics
> Wish List
¥ Wishing Tree
> women
> Women in Construction
> Women to Watch
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> Womens March
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> Woolfe Street Theatre
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> work life balance
> work transition
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> World cities
¥ World Finance
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> Xtreme Sports
> Year in Review
> Yelp
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